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Dear Applicant,

Thanks for your interest in a Line Therapist position with IDS.  Before you apply, please read this message from our clinical team:

Most of our Line Therapists work part-time.  We understand that people often take part-time jobs to pay the bills, and that they are not always committed to a part-time position.  That’s perfectly fine for a lot of jobs.   But it’s not fine for people who want to work as IDS Line Therapists.  Even though you may work part time, your commitment to this work needs to be whole-hearted.   

The children served by our program are on the autism spectrum, which almost always means they struggle to form relationships.   Because of the playful, child-focused approach we use, they often succeed in forming strong attachments to their therapists.   They consider you a friend.  They are excited when you arrive, and they are often anxious to know when you will come again.  This is wonderful and important progress!   It opens doors for learning and growth.

Imagine what happens when these hard-won relationships become unpredictable.  Sometimes the child’s friend (a Line Therapist) shows up on time, and sometimes he is 15 minutes (or more) late.  Sometimes the friend shows up when expected, and sometimes she doesn’t show up at all.   When a child is anxious for your arrival and you don’t show up, it is hard on the child and the family.

Now imagine what happens when these relationships end abruptly because you took a new job, or because you had to be removed from a team for being chronically late.  The reasons are often “adult” reasons that would make no sense to children.  And we generally can not share details about changes in employment status anyway.  All the child knows is that his friend won’t be coming back again.

When Line Therapists are not committed enough to show up on time, to show up regularly, or to stay on a team, the repercussions can be serious for the child.  In addition to undermining the child’s experience of human relationships, missed treatment hours can jeopardize the child’s participation in the intensive autism treatment program.   A child who consistently falls below an “intensive” level of service (at least 20 hours of face to face therapy every week) can be terminated from the program.  This is not an IDS rule, a county rule, or even a state rule; this is a Medicaid rule, and it has to be enforced or all Medicaid funding for the state of Wisconsin could be jeopardized.   

If working with children is something you think you’d enjoy, we encourage you to apply.  But we also encourage you to do a little soul-searching first.   If this would be a job you’d take only “until you could get a real job,” this is not the job for you.  If this is a job you’d take because of the flexible hours so that you can cancel whenever something personal comes up, this is not the job for you.  If this is a job that is better than nothing, but that will quickly become a burden because of travel time or gas prices, this is not the job for you. 

On the other hand…

If you enjoy being with children … being silly and playful … accomplishing goals … celebrating small victories … breaking a sweat while you play … learning to be a better communicator and teacher … getting hugs and high fives … making a positive difference that will affect a child for the rest of his life … then this might be exactly the job for you.   We definitely encourage you to apply!

IDS is firmly committed to the children and families we serve.  We have promised to provide high quality, intensive autism treatment, and we take that promise seriously.   If you are prepared to take this work seriously, we would love to have you on our team.

Thanks for your interest in these children,

The IDS Clinical Team
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